
                  

 
 
 
Implantable Port - Instructions for accessing  
 
Equipment needed:  

•  Dressing pack containing gallipot and cotton- wool        

•  Steret 

•  Chlorhexidine 

•  10 ml syringes  

•  Sharps bin  

•  Green needle 

•  Sterile gloves  

•  Huber needle 

•  Alcowipes  

• Opsite/Tegaderm dressing / dry gauze & netelast 

•  5 ml heparin sodium 100units per ml (Canusal®)  

• 0.9% sodium chloride  
 
To re-heparinise the Port  
 
1. If EMLA cream is used, apply over Port and cover with occlusive dressing. Leave for one hour  
before accessing Port.  
 
2. Wash working surface with washing-up liquid / liquid soap (Hibiscrub) and dampened paper towel, 
then dry with a paper towel 
 
3. Clean with an Alcowipe.  
 
4. Wash hands thoroughly using washing-up liquid / liquid soap (Hibiscrub) and dry with paper towel.  
 
5. Open dressing pack. Touch only the edges of the paper.  
 
6. Open sterile equipment onto the dressing pack.  
 
7. Pour Chlorhexidine into the sterile pot.  
 
8. Clean around the neck of the heparin sodium 100 units/ml ampoules with a steret and break   
open. Stand them close to the dressing pack but not touching it.  
 
9. Open sterile gloves onto a nearby surface. 
 
10. Explain procedure to child. Ensure the child’s and parent’s comfort. 
 
11. Remove occlusive dressing and wipe away EMLA cream with a piece of dry gauze. 
 
12. Wash hands as for No. 4. 
 
13. Put on sterile gloves. 
 
14. Take sterile paper towel from dressing pack and open it out. Rest across the chest underneath  
the portal site.  
 
15. Push the green needles into the syringes.  
 
16. Draw up 5ml heparin sodium 100units/ml and 5-10 mls sodium chloride 0.9%. Expel air bubbles  
from syringe.  
 
 



17. Remove green needle from syringe and attach Huber needle (attach injectable cap if needle is to  
remain in situ). Prime with sodium chloride 0.9%. Remove syringe and cap the Huber needle /  
close clamp.  
 
18. With a piece of cotton-wool dipped in Chlorhexidine clean the skin across the top of the Port.  
 
19. With a clean piece of cotton-wool, clean over the top of the Port.  
 
20. With a third piece of cotton-wool, clean underneath the Port.  
 
21. Remember to throw used cotton-wool onto the glove packet and not onto the dressing pack.  
 
22. Palpate to locate the injectable Port.  
 
23. Take the (Huber) needle, bend back wings of Huber needle and push the needle through the 
skin at a 90 o angle into the injectable Port, until it hits the metal stop.  
 
24. Insert sodium chloride 0.9% syringe. Open clamp. Pull back on plunger until blood is seen in the  
line. Flush with 3-5 mls of sodium chloride 0.9% to check needle position. If resistance is felt whilst   
injecting sodium chloride 0.9%,or swelling is seen or pain is felt in the Port area, STOP as needle 
may not be in the correct place. Seek assistance / re-access if necessary.. 
 
25. Inject 5 mls of heparin sodium 100 units/ml and remove Huber needle while injecting final 0.5ml 
Heparin sodium 100 units/ml. This is to ensure that a Heparin lock is maintained. Stabilise Port while 
withdrawing the needle to avoid dislodging Port. You WILL need someone to help stabilise the Port. 
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